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Meeting, Rosebery was unanimously re-elected Chair-
man amid a chorus of grateful praise. He replied
congratulating the Council on its neglect of political
considerations. His only complaints were, first, that
the Government had declined to meet, by a simple
Act, their distinct needs as the London Council;
secondly, that they had been badly treated financially,
losing the old Coal and Wine dues of London without
receiving the promised compensation to the rates ;
and thirdly, that a dead set had been made against
them by the public, and by the majority of the Press.
Superior people preferred the classic quietude of their
predecessors, that slow but deep stream. Neverthe-
less, in their short stormy life they had gained a great
deal of esprit de corps. He spoke of the future County
Hall that would have to be built some day ; mean-
while, they would be regarded by their more splendid
successors as men who in difficult circumstances
endeavoured to do their best. For himself, he asked
that his re-election might hold good only till the
summer recess, not until that time next year. To
carry on the tale of Rosebery's first connection with
the County Council, Council and Committee Meetings
continued congestedly till December 17th, when the
Council met at noon and cleared off arrears till 7,
enabling him to catch the 8 p.m. train from King's
Cross to Edinburgh for the winter holiday.

When the Council reassembled (January 14th,
1890),, there was a curious dispute over the proposed
municipal welcome to Mr. H. M. Stanley, just returned
from his famous expedition in search of Emin Pasha.
Mr. John Burns did not question the traveller's
ability or pluck, but he had been responsible for the
death of hundreds of human beings when trying to
get the 160,000 tons of ivory which Emin Pasha had
gathered. The reverend gentleman who had suggested
the welcome complained that ,his own Christian
character was being aspersed by these comments*
A long discussion ensued, with Rosebery refusing to
admit any points of order in what one of the speakers